
Transition materials for Photog-

raphy students 
 

The best thing to do in preparation for the Photography course is to explore and broaden your 

mind. Photography is in an incredibly broad term and encapsulates a whole range of tech-

niques and approaches.  

The following items will point you in different directions to help you think about photography 

is a variety of ways. You don’t need to watch every single thing, the best thing to do is allo-

cate some time and dip in and out of different ones. Some you might love, some you will not, 

that’s ok, its an exploration to start you off thinking about different approaches to photog-

raphy. 

Documentaries about photographers/photography: 

• Britain in focus: A BBC 4 part series. Available on the planet estream link. 

• Don McCullen: Looking for England. Also available on estream. 

• Manufactured Landscapes — Edward Burtynsky 

• Ansel Adams: A Documentary Film, Ric Burns 
 
• Diane Arbus: Fur, Steven Shainberg 

• Finding Vivian Maier by John Maloof  & Charlie 

Siskel 

• William Eggleston ‘In the Real World’ Michael Al-

mereyda 

 

Films.—These have exciting cinematography, angles, lighting, viewpoints and at-

mosphere 

 ‘Grand Budapest Hotel’ , Wes Anderson. 

‘City of God,’ Fernando Meir elles, Kátia Lund 

(Cinematographer  César Charlone) 

‘Let the right one in’, Tomas Alfredson (Cinematographer 

Hoyte van Hoytema) 

‘Moonlight’, Barry Jenkins 

‘Pans Labyrinth’ Guillermo del Toro 

‘Tree of Life’ Terrence Malick (cinematographer Emmanuel Lubezki) 

https://www.edwardburtynsky.com/projects/films/manufactured-landscapes
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sxsrf=ALeKk031BOkQ8dWpWLAlmwKBu1w_Se6MSA:1589118520698&q=Ric+Burns&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3SM8pik_PUAKzjczMU4qTtMSyk6300zJzcsGEVUpmUWpySX7RIlbOoMxkBafSorziHayMALFJ9RdBAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjdk7rnt6npAhXNT8AKHbejAg8QmxMoATA
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sxsrf=ALeKk02Aevvf2BGsK5EUTXk0YQ-ddy-Vug:1589118355148&q=Steven+Shainberg&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MDczMitXAjMtysqNirXEspOt9NMyc3LBhFVKZlFqckl-0SJWgeCS1LLUPIXgjMTMvKTUovQdrIwAJTxebkYAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj468GYt6npAhUVE8AKH
https://www.bing.com/search?q=John+Maloof+Film+producer&filters=ufn%3a%22John+Maloof+Film+producer%22+sid%3a%22b1ccd5ff-ef33-b68b-147a-5bd458fc6938%22+catguid%3a%2202660502-3537-4ce3-96b2-affcc5984893_cdf9c75b%22+segment%3a%22generic.carousel%22+qmfeed%3a%22W
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Charlie+Siskel+Film+producer&filters=ufn%3a%22Charlie+Siskel+Film+producer%22+sid%3a%2256b920f3-e30e-82ef-fd00-8a2bb6dde84d%22+catguid%3a%2202660502-3537-4ce3-96b2-affcc5984893_cdf9c75b%22+segment%3a%22generic.carousel%22+qmfeed%
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Charlie+Siskel+Film+producer&filters=ufn%3a%22Charlie+Siskel+Film+producer%22+sid%3a%2256b920f3-e30e-82ef-fd00-8a2bb6dde84d%22+catguid%3a%2202660502-3537-4ce3-96b2-affcc5984893_cdf9c75b%22+segment%3a%22generic.carousel%22+qmfeed%
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sxsrf=ALeKk00RKyqs8iCAPODw8Dl3BgdhrewVVA:1589118395838&q=Michael+Almereyda&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3MCosMCyvUuIEsZOzCy0qtcSyk6300zJzcsGEVUpmUWpySX7RIlZB38zkjMTUHAXHnNzUotTKlMQdrIwA2ouJLkgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjWp_Wrt6npAhUz
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sxsrf=ALeKk00RKyqs8iCAPODw8Dl3BgdhrewVVA:1589118395838&q=Michael+Almereyda&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3MCosMCyvUuIEsZOzCy0qtcSyk6300zJzcsGEVUpmUWpySX7RIlZB38zkjMTUHAXHnNzUotTKlMQdrIwA2ouJLkgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjWp_Wrt6npAhUz
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sxsrf=ALeKk00sWKiNyOi4ZXqy4Dv83_jSQUFPKA:1589117278670&q=Fernando+Meirelles&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEpOsihXgjAzks2ytMSyk6300zJzcsGEVUpmUWpySX7RIlYht9SivMS8lHwF31SgYE5OavEOVkYAFXa4JUgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi88JqXs6npAhVUoVw
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sxsrf=ALeKk00sWKiNyOi4ZXqy4Dv83_jSQUFPKA:1589117278670&q=K%C3%A1tia+Lund&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEpOsihXAjOTs9MrTbTEspOt9NMyc3LBhFVKZlFqckl-0SJWbu_DC0syExV8SvNSdrAyAgAlx5qCQQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi88JqXs6npAhVUoVwKHYD5AAY
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sxsrf=ALeKk00sWKiNyOi4ZXqy4Dv83_jSQUFPKA:1589117278670&q=C%C3%A9sar+Charlone&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEpOsihX4gIxjQtTjPKKtGSyk6300zJzcsGEVXJmXmpuYkl-elFiQUblIlZ-58MrixOLFJwzEoty8vNSd7AyAgAHvZ0zTAAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi88Jq
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sxsrf=ALeKk00CIesXDnIal16chU9V10sSX3KeHg:1589117836470&q=Tomas+Alfredson&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3MMnLSbI0UYKwq8pKCqq0xLKTrfTTMnNywYRVSmZRanJJftEiVv6Q_NzEYgXHnLSi1JTi_LwdrIwA0QZjbkcAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwihmpihtanpAhVYilwKHf
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sxsrf=ALeKk00CIesXDnIal16chU9V10sSX3KeHg:1589117836470&q=Hoyte+van+Hoytema&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3MMnLSbI0UYKyzXIzkrRkspOt9NMyc3LBhFVyZl5qbmJJfnpRYkFG5SJWQY_8ypJUhbLEPAUwKzdxBysjAAIbxUVPAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwihmpihtanpAhV
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sxsrf=ALeKk0030AUHCA0GvM9v_Yl9X5ZU_S6tZg:1589117916680&q=Barry+Jenkins&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LVT9c3NEyqLMsrKzLNU-LSz9U3MCkwKy4w0RLLTrbST8vMyQUTVimZRanJJflFi1h5nRKLiioVvFLzsjPzinewMgIAXxvbW0gAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiS9rfHtanpAhVi
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sxsrf=ALeKk03p9KnWfmHkwHDUxm5sKFeqbDOseg:1589117665598&q=Guillermo+del+Toro&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3sDSsii9QAjPNjJNMsrXEspOt9NMyc3LBhFVKZlFqckl-0SJWIffSzJyc1KLcfIWU1ByFkPyi_B2sjABP1Fi_SAAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwje9NrPtKnpAhV4
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sxsrf=ALeKk03CzeyPzFbV5NDFRCIP-ulmo6Z7LA:1589117561956&q=Terrence+Malick&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3MC7MSzYrVOIAsbPLCsu0xLKTrfTTMnNywYRVSmZRanJJftEiVv6Q1KKi1LzkVAXfxJzM5OwdrIwAIwJxMEUAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiSmqWetKnpAhWWilwKHR
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sxsrf=ALeKk03CzeyPzFbV5NDFRCIP-ulmo6Z7LA:1589117561956&q=Emmanuel+Lubezki&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3MC7MSzYrVOIEsdMrsgyLtWSyk6300zJzcsGEVXJmXmpuYkl-elFiQUblIlYB19zcxLzS1BwFn9Kk1KrszB2sjADEgPhbTQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiSmqWetK


Other stuff: 

Beauty in the everyday: Wabi-Sabi: A Short Film on the Beauty of Traditional Japan: 

 
http://www.openculture.com/2016/10/wabi-sabi-a-short-film-on-the-beauty-of-traditional-
japan.html 
 
 
 
Ted Talks… https://www.ted.com/topics/photography—have a browse here, 
TED talks are brilliant and comes in all shapes and sizes. They cover so many 
things and are often between 5 and 15 mins long, easy to listen to or watch 
and free. I’ve watched loads from climate change, future predictions, photog-
raphy, art, architecture, the human mind, inventions… and many more. Get 
involved! - there is a free app 

Virtual Gallery Visits 

Many internationally renowned Art Galleries have virtual visit experiences you can access 
online. Photography is firmly routed within Art and Design as a whole and often the two are ex-
hibited in the same spaces. Try a few of the following links and see if you can find some Photog-
raphy (or artwork) you’re interested in.  

https://m.musee-orsay.fr/en/home.html 

https://www.metmuseum.org/ 

https://www.getty.edu/museum/ 

https://courtauld.ac.uk/

www.louvre.fr/en  

https://www.guggenheim.org/ 

https://www.nga.gov/  

http://www.openculture.com/2016/10/wabi-sabi-a-short-film-on-the-beauty-of-traditional-japan.html
http://www.openculture.com/2016/10/wabi-sabi-a-short-film-on-the-beauty-of-traditional-japan.html
http://www.openculture.com/2016/10/wabi-sabi-a-short-film-on-the-beauty-of-traditional-japan.html
https://www.ted.com/topics/photography

