A Level English Literature 

Independent Reading Assignment 

As a student of English Literature you should be reading widely and for pleasure. Your task this summer is to read the following: 
· The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 

· A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams 

· Two more books of your choice from the reading list in the other document. 

This will: 
· broaden your experience of literature and encourage you to try new writers

· improve your ability to discuss works of literature and to formulate your own opinions about books

This is a required part of the Literature course. If you are not prepared to read books, you should consider carefully whether this course is for you!   

Organising your reading (if you need to):

· Firstly, identify how many pages your novel has.

· Secondly, workout and set a daily target.  You are not revising for exams so this is the ideal time to get into literature if you have not already!

· Thirdly, record your progress on the table below.
	Title: The Handmaid’s Tale 
Author: Margaret Atwood 
	No. of pages:



	Day
	Target
	Actual pages read

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	

	7
	
	

	8
	
	

	9
	
	

	10
	
	

	11
	
	

	12
	
	

	13
	
	

	14
	
	


As you read the novel notice HOW it is written.

Write down your observations in the table below.

	Narrative

First person – one narrator/multiple narrators?

Third person – “omniscient” or from the perspective of one or more characters?

[Is a variety of text types used in the novel? E.g. Letters or journals]

	Plot/Story

Is the narrative in chronological sequence?

Is the story broken up? E.g. Are flashbacks used?



	Language/style

Is the vocabulary formal and complex or simple?

Are sentences long or short?


	Now look back at what you have written and jot down your ideas as to why the author made the choices that they did? Why did they choose to tell the story in this way?




	Title: A Streetcar Named Desire 

Author: Tennessee Williams 
	No. of pages:



	Day
	Target
	Actual pages read

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	

	7
	
	

	8
	
	

	9
	
	

	10
	
	

	11
	
	

	12
	
	

	13
	
	

	14
	
	


As you read the play notice HOW it is written.

Write down your observations in the table below.
	Characters

How are they presented? Who is the antagonist? Who is the protagonist? Are they ‘flat’ (simplistic and stereotypical) or ‘rounded’ (nuanced and complex) and why? 

	Structure

Is the narrative in chronological sequence?

Is the story broken up? E.g. Are flashbacks used?



	Language/Style/ Dramatic Devices

How does Williams make it clearly staged? Props? Costume? Sound effect? What is the effect? 


	Now look back at what you have written and jot down your ideas as to why the author made the choices that they did? Why did they choose to tell the story in this way?
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Author: 
	No. of pages:



	Day
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	Actual pages read

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	

	7
	
	

	8
	
	

	9
	
	

	10
	
	

	11
	
	

	12
	
	

	13
	
	

	14
	
	


As you read the novel notice HOW it is written.

Write down your observations in the table below.

	Narrative

First person – one narrator/multiple narrators?

Third person – “omniscient” or from the perspective of one or more characters?

[Is a variety of text types used in the novel? E.g. Letters or journals]

	Plot/Story

Is the narrative in chronological sequence?

Is the story broken up? E.g. Are flashbacks used?



	Language/style

Is the vocabulary formal and complex or simple?

Are sentences long or short?


	Now look back at what you have written and jot down your ideas as to why the author made the choices that they did? Why did they choose to tell the story in this way?
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